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Introductions
Scott Hogan  Asst. Director of Curriculum and Instruction for ELA/Social Studies

shogan@swedesboro-woolwich.com

Joyce Laquitara Asst. Director of Curriculum and Instruction for Math/Science
jlaquitara@swedesboro-woolwich.com



Tonight’s Purpose
❖ To Share Information Regarding:

➢  Common Core State Standards
➢  PARCC Assessment
➢  New district materials
➢  Next steps for everyone
➢ To Answer your questions to the best of our 

ability



What will tonight look like?
The presentation is broken into three segments each containing a Q & A.
Segment 1: Common Core
Segment 2: PARCC
Segment 3: SWSD textbook and materials

During each segment you are asked to record your questions on index 
cards. The principals will collect and organize them for us to answer during 
the Q & A. for the segment.

Most questions and answers will be posted on the SWSD website later this 
week along with materials and resources used for tonight’s presentation. 



Common Core State Standards

❖ �Released  and adopted by NJ in June 2010 with the 
pronouncement that there would be an assessment 
developed that would align to the CCSS to be 
administered within 5 years.  (PARCC, first 
administration Spring 2015)

�



Common Core State Standards

❖ Written by state education leaders with input 
from teachers, parents, and education experts. 
(The federal government had no part in writing 
the CCSS.)



Common Core State Standards

❖ �The CCSS were released in grades K-12 
over a four year period to allow for transitioning  
through curriculum and professional 
development.



Benefits of Common Core
❖ Set clear and consistent learning goals
❖ Utilize the knowledge and experience of 

teachers, college and business leaders, 
academic content experts, education 
researchers, and the public.

❖ Focus on students’ critical thinking skills and 
ability to solve real-world problems rather 
than just memorize facts. 



The CCSS do NOT tell teachers what 
and how to teach. 

The standards state the intended outcomes 
necessary to be college and career ready. 

How the students will achieve these goals and 
what materials will be used to do so is 
determined by the local district



http://www.cgcs.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=33

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgcs.org%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%
3FDomainID%3D33&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRmm5n4RnqOrBEQR7yqJvNlTNL9w

http://www.cgcs.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=33
http://www.cgcs.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=33
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgcs.org%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FDomainID%3D33&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRmm5n4RnqOrBEQR7yqJvNlTNL9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgcs.org%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FDomainID%3D33&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRmm5n4RnqOrBEQR7yqJvNlTNL9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgcs.org%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FDomainID%3D33&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRmm5n4RnqOrBEQR7yqJvNlTNL9w


Q&A on Common Core

We ask that before cards are collected, please 
print your name- first and last, phone number 

and an e-mail address so that if we do not get to 
your question, we can reach out personally to 

you.

Questions will now be collected...



What is it?
It is an English Language Arts/Literacy and Math 

assessment, aligned to the CCSS, designed to assess the 
knowledge and skills of all students in grades 3-11.

It is computer-based which means that all students in the 
state of NJ will take this assessment on a computer. 

PARCC



What it’s NOT…
It is not:

❖ Filled with personal information about your child that 
the government will collect and analyze.

❖ Written by the federal government.
❖ Without transparency
❖ See handout “Mythbusters: Busting the Top 10 Myths 

about PARCC”

PARCC



The New Jersey Department of Education released guidance to New Jersey’s 
public schools on October 30, 2014 outlining the state’s position regarding 
student participation in the PARCC.  This is an excerpt from that memo:

“The NCLB Act of 2001 requires schools with students in grades 3-12 to 
demonstrated Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), a school must ensure that 
assessments have been taken by at least 95% of enrolled students in each 
subgroup...federal funding of key education programs is dependent upon 

districts meeting this requirement… in accordance with the above, State law 
and regulations require all students to take state assessments.”

See handout: NJDOE Bulletin dated 10/30/2014

PARCC



Timelines for testing

Performance Based Assessment (PBA):
March 2, 2015- March 27, 2015

End of Year Assessment (EOY):
April 27, 2015- May 22, 2015

Each assessment runs for a 20 day window.  Any student absent when their 
class tests will make up the missed testing upon their return to school.

PARCC



Students with Special Needs are held to the same CCSS 
and administered  the same PARCC Assessments as the 

general education population. 

The difference lies in the accommodations and 
modifications expressed and implemented through their 

IEP’s or 504 Plans.   

PARCC and CCSS
for

Students with Special Needs



Local vs. State Level Authority

The Common Core State Standards as well as the 
Partnership for Assessment of College and Career 

Readiness (PARCC) are both state mandated for all public 
school districts.  

When the DOE applied for and obtained approval on a 
waiver for NCLB part of that was agreeing to the 

provisions set forth in “Race to the Top.”

PARCC



Race to the Top

State applications were scored on a number of criteria 
including, but not limited to: 

● Standards and assessments
● Data systems to support instruction
● Fostering great teachers and great leaders
● Many more...

PARCC



Race to the Top

AchieveNJ (The way the state evaluates teachers, 
school leaders, etc) is part of the “fostering great 
teachers and leaders” piece.

PARCC is part of the standards (CCSS) and assessment 
requirement the state agreed to as part of receiving 
“Race to the Top” funding from the U.S. Department 
of Education.

PARCC



Legislative Contact Information

Senator Steven Sweeny
Assemblyman John Burzichelli
Assemblywoman Celeste Riley

3rd District Legislative Offices
199 East Broadway, 1st Floor, Suite G, Salem, NJ 08079

Phone: 856-339-0808

Or you can reach your legislators by e-mail visiting the following link:
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/roster.asp

PARCC



Questions to be recorded

We ask you to record all questions regarding PARCC on 
your index cards at this time, if you have not already done 

so.  We will answer as many as we can in the final Q&A 
segment.

PARCC



- Four new programs were adopted by the Board of 
Education at the end of the 2013/2014 school year.  
These include:
- McGraw-Hill’s Reading Wonders. (1st-5th)
- Developmental Studies Center’s (DSC) Being a 

Writer. (K-6)
- McGraw-Hill’s My Math (K-5)
- Big Ideas Math (6th)

New Curriculum Materials in SWSD



- Although Common Core was adopted in 2010, many school districts, 
including SWSD were hesitant to adopt new curriculum materials until 
more recently as textbook publishers were slow to revise their materials 
to truly align to meet the cognitive rigor the new standards demand of 
our students.

By waiting for quality materials to become available, we’ve ensured that 
the money we’ve spent as a district truly procured material designed to 
prepare our students for college and career readiness, as measured by 
the PARCC.

Alignment of New Materials to Common Core



- While the new reading, writing, and math programs raise the rigor for 
teachers and students in classroom instruction and assessment, they also 
challenge our students and our teachers to approach reading, writing, 
mathematics, and how these skills are assessed in new and challenging 
ways.

- The Reading Wonders Assessments are an accurate reflection of the 
questions students will face on the PARCC assessment.

- The online learning environment provided by Connect-Ed reinforces the 
digital world in which learning and assessment often take place.

- Providing students with instruction in, and exposure to the level of 
questioning that will be used to assess them is the only way to raise 
expectations to meet the challenging demands the PARCC presents.

Challenges the New Materials Bring...





- SWSD is taking multiple steps to address the challenges 
of the PARCC and the Common Core:

- Professional Development has been provided for teachers on both 
the new reading program, the new writing program, and the PARCC 
Assessment.  Ongoing PD will continue to be offered in these areas.

- PD is being planned for the district’s new Math programs.

- A curriculum revision process has begun to write entirely new 
curriculum for Mathematics and Language Arts that incorporates our 
new materials, and integrates the 21st Century skills our students 
need to succeed on the PARCC.

How are we meeting these challenges?



- There are various websites, online resources, and materials that are 
published to support parents with the transition to Common Core and 
PARCC.

● Review the handouts that have been provided for you at this session, and 
we encourage you to visit the links and review all the information 
presented.

● Reach out to your child’s teacher to find out how you can work with 
them to assist your child at home.

● Talk to your child about what they’re learning & encourage them to read 
and write as often as they can.

● Whenever possible, have your child complete homework and studying 
early in the evening to avoid fatigue.

What can parents do?



- We are going to conduct a final Q&A session, but after today, depending 
on the nature of the question, below outlines where questions can be 
directed:

- Most questions related specifically to your child should be directed 
to your child’s teacher first.

- If your concern isn’t addressed with your child’s teacher, you can 
then reach out to the building leadership team.

- If you still do not obtain clarification, please reach out to the district 
office, Mrs. Laquitara or Mr. Hogan for further information.

Where should I direct further questions?



- At this time we would ask that any final questions you have be recorded 
on an index card with your printed name and contact information (e-mail 
and phone number).

We are now going to collect index cards and attempt to answer as many 
questions as time will permit.  If we do not get to answer your question, 
or if it is a question that is specific in nature, we will respond to you 
directly via phone or e-mail.

Any last minute questions you have may be dropped in the basket on the 
way out the door, or feel free to e-mail it in following the guidelines we 
reviewed.

Final Q&A Session



- We are planning to hold future community meetings at 
other school sites following the winter break.

Dates and times will be published in advance, flyers    
will be sent home with students, and information will 
be posted on the district website.  Dates will also be 
sent out via Comet Clips.  Any further questions in the 
meantime, feel free to reach out.

Plans for future community sessions...



Thank you for 
attending & enjoy 

the Holiday Season!


